













OUR RECORD 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF! 


WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT OUR | 
FLOATING DRILLING VESSELS CAN SAVE 

YOU THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS PER WELL #\ 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD & 





Both the Nola | and Nola 3 are particularly adaptable to operation 
in remote foreign areas, far from your normal base of supplies, and ie 
in water depths beyond the reach of conventional mobile units. r § 

; 


EITHER OF THESE RIGS CAN SAVE YOU MONEY BY — | 


> Drilling in water depths up to 200-ft. more economically 
than any other system now in use. 






> Setting its own inexpensive caisson or tripod drilling 
structure 
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p RETRIEVING the drilling structure, transporting it to a new 
location and re-setting it in the event of a dry hole, without 
the aid of a derrick barge or other floating equipment. 
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This one feature of Zapata's floating drilling vessels—the ability of 
the Nola | and Nola 3 to set, retrieve and re-set their own drilling 
structures—can mean a really tremendous saving in your foreign opera- 
tions. If you want to cut costs of drilling offshore, contact Zapata today. — 


Zapata’s Floating Drilling Vessel NOLA 1 is now drilling on the Venezuelan side of 
the Gulf of Paria, where it has completed several wells in water depths in 
excess of 90-ft. 





MOBILE DRILLING BARGES — FLOATING DRILLING VESSELS 
CABLE—ZAPATA HOUSTON 
Phone CA 2-0395- Phone EX-4001 


1701 Houston Club Bldg. ZAPATA OFF-SHORE CO. mer 436 Nat'l Bank of Commerce 
HOUSTON, TEXAS HOUSTON, TEXAS a NEW ORLEANS, LOUISANA 





FIRST 


FIRST IN THE 


FIRST THROUG 


CRESCENT 


Fast, powerful tugs. Veteran crews who know the sea 
as well as they know their ships. Your 
assurance of the finest in harbor, offshore 


or deep sea towing ... Call Crescent FIRST! 


Crescent Fleet 


CRESCENT TOWING & SALVAGE CO., INC. 


625 Hibernia Building * New Orleans 12 ¢ FOrest 6-1521 
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Stewart & Stevenson Self-Propelled, 
diesel powered, Airport Utility Unit 
providing electric power for a giant 
Boeing /07 Jet Liner. 








Stewart & Stevenson RIGELECTRIC engine 
electric power unit supplying power for 
drilling operations on Laughlin Porter's 
oil drilling rig in Africa. 


When it comes to diesel or gas engine power, 
Stewart & Stevenson experience and 
“know -how’’ have no boundaries. 


Here again are two diesel engine power applications . . . in direct contrast 
and in opposite parts of the world . . . with one important characteristic in 
common: both were designed and built by Stewart & Stevenson Services, the 
world’s largest distributor of diesel engines. Both power applications are serving 
vital industries where thousands of dollars and valuable contracts are totally 
dependent on the reliability and performance of this engine driven equipment. 


When you need power .. . for any application in any part of the world .. . 
Stewart & Stevenson’s experience, service organization and engineering will 
guarantee dependable performance. We will be glad to study your power needs 
and submit recommendations. Please write for additional information. 


STEWART & STEVENSON SERVICES, INC. 


Main Office 4516 Harrisburg Bivd., Houston 11, Texas 
and Plant: Phone CApitol 5-5341 


Branches: Corpus Christi, Dallas, Lubbock, San Juan, San Antonio, Beaumont, Odessa 
Representatives: Longview, Brownsville, Wichita Falls, Freeport 
Export: Room 1405, 74 Trinity Place, New York, NV. Y. 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF DIESEL ENGINES 
AUGUST 25, 1960 3 
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QUALITY COATINGS 
THAT GIVE UTMOST PROTECTION 


“INTERNATIONAL” marine paints and bottom compositions are specifi- 
cally formulated for marine use and afford the best possible protec- 
tion against corrosion and fouling. There is an “INTERNATIONAL” 
paint product for every marine use. Available everywhere. 


“INTERNATIONAL” Industrial coatings are used the world over for better 
maintenance of plants, storage tanks and equipment. Write for full particulars. 
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. . ——- 
International Paint Company, Inc. esi Es 


copy of our booklet “The Paint- 





Main Office: 21 West St., New York 6, N. Y. Phone: WHitehall 3-1188 ing of Ships.” It outlines the 
New Orleans 15, la., 628 Pleasant St., Phone: TWinbrook 1-4435 best practices in marine main- 
So. San Francisco,,Cal., So. linden Ave., Phone: Plaza 6-1440 tenance painting. 





GULF STOCKS AT: 





SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO., Harlingen, Texas— Phone: GArfield 3-5330 RIO FUEL & SUPPLY CO., INC., Morgan City, La. —Phone: 5033-3811 

SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO., Corpus Christi, Texas—Phone: Tulip 2-6591 ROSS-WADICK SUPPLY COMPANY, INC., Harvey, La.—Phone: FOrest 6-9606 
TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO., Houston, Texas—Phone: WAlnut 3-9771 VOORHIES SUPPLY COMPANY, New Iberia, La.—Phone: EN 4-243) 
| TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO., Galveston, Texas—Phone: Southfield 3-2406 MOBILE SHIP CHANDLERY CO., Mobile, Ala.—Phone: HEmlock 2-8583 
MARINE & PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO., Orange, Texas—Phone: TUxedo 3-4323 BERT LOWE SUPPLY CO., Tampa, Florida—Phone: 2-4278 
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for offshore rig construction 


FOSTER SHIPS 


PIPE... PLUS 





























Count on Foster as your best source of Structural Pipe 
for offshore drilling platforms. 

The big “plus” is in the savings! Foster Structural 
Pipe is full strength, ideal for many rig applications, 
yet costs much less than pressure pipe. Order it from 
our warehouses in 1/2” thru 60” (larger sizes to order), 
for many varied uses such as guard railing, braces and 
struts. In large diameters it is ideal for pipe piles for 
platform support. 

One call to Foster brings immediate deliveries of all 
your pipe, valves, fittings. 

Write L.B. FOSTER CO. for current stock list 0-5 
Houston 2, Texas, Bank of the Southwest Building, 
Los Angeles 5, California, 3540 Wilshire Boulevard, 


Faster From Foster 


Pipe, Valves, Fittings e Steel-Sheet Piling e Pipe Pile ¢ Rail 





Way offshore... 


With the Publisher 


You know, the scrivener of this 
sometimes (oil) country but always 
well-meant column likes a good poker 
game—and admits it. 

The other night, playing a little 
pot-limit poker with some local cron- 
ies, I was lucky enough to make a 
jacks-full against aces over in stud— 
a pleasant situation since the owner of 
the aces was proud of them, and 
couldn’t resist getting out there and 
raising and re-raising with blue chips. 





Well, sir—we’ll bet our pleasure at 
seeing that third jack fall is puny com- 
pared to the kick the officers of the 
Arabian Oil Company got out of their 
third oil strike in the Kuwait-Saudi 
Arabia Neutral Zone. If ever an outfit 
came from behind after the odds had 
been stacked against them, this com- 
pany has, starting with a blowout and 
fire that almost wiped them out be- 
fore they got good started. 

But the whole industry seems in a 
pretty optimistic mood right now—es- 
pecially here in the U.S., where the 
recent outlay of $423 million for leases 
off Louisiana and Texas, in just a 
year’s time, points up a continued in- 
crease in offshore activity at a time 
when onshore activity is certain to con- 
tinue slow. 

Which is just our way of leading up 
to the statement that there are big 
things doing offshore, all over the 
world, and we think you'll enjoy read- 
ing about them in this issue. It’s the 
time of year when we like to climb 
up in the crow’s nest of our drilling 
vessel, and see just what the heck every- 
body else is doing. Then sit down and 
write about it. 

But, of course, we'll be doing the 
same thing when we... 

See you next month! 


Long John Latham 
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If it floats, 


G&H Offshore 
Can Tow It... Anytime 


Pioneers in Gulf Coast tidelands 
towing, G & H Offshore has capably 
handled every conceivable towing as- 
signment . . . with speed, safety, effi- 
ciency, and ultimate economy to the 
operators offshore program. 

With more than 35 years’ diversified 
marine experience, G & H Offshore 
Towing Company is equipped with one 
of the most modern diesel tugboat fleets 
afloat . . . manned by licensed, seasoned 
seamen who are working partners in 
your offshore tow. 

Call the G & H Offshore office today, 
and let towing experts help you plan 
your next offshore moving job . . . for 
prompt, dependable towing of anything 
that floats . . . anytime. 


DISPATCHER DAY OR NIGHT PHONE Galveston SO 3-4673 
Galveston Office SO 3-4331 


FFSHORE TOWING CoO., INC. 


FLEET OF MODERN 700 TO 1700 HP TUGBOATS FOR EVERY TOWING REQUIREMENT 
505 U. S. National Bank Building, GALVESTON 


oa 


AUGUST 25, 1960 








Automatic Economy... Pneumatically! 
wits HALLIBURTON 
PNEUMATIC BULK MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT 
HALLIBURTON...NOW OFFERS " 


AN IMPORTANT CONCEPT IN sates 
PNEUMATIC BULK HANDLING! _ a L 

























Engineering and Installation of Pneumatic 
Bulk Material Handling Equipment systems 
are available on a purchase or lease basis for 
“offshore”, “inland water’ and “onshore” 
operations ... including automatic and con- 
tinuous metering control of drilling mud 
systems. 


Magnolia Petroleum Company’s offshore operation located off 
the southern coast of Louisiana. Installation consists of 
3-820 cu. ft. capacity each pneumatic tanks to store weighting 
material or drilling mud; plus two additonal 820 cu. ft. tanks 
containing bulk cement. Each set of tanks is equipped with a 
surge bin to feed the dry material directly into the cement 
or mud system, Tanks provide 1,000 sacks of weighting mate- 
rial each or 700 sacks of cement materials. 


Tanks on platform are loaded from 820 cu. ft. pneumatic 
tanks on work boat through a specially designed 442” 1|.D. rub- 
ber hose. A 300 cfm compressor and dust collectors also used 
during transfer operations. Work boat tanks are filled from 
pneumatic trailers or storage tanks. 


Standard Oil of California, Western ? 
Operations, Inc., operates this self- 
contained off-shore platform, bulk 
cement and mud pneumatic storage 
and handling system off the Califor- 
nia coastline, Operated by one man, 
and consisting of eight 569 cu. ft. 
storage tanks with two 300 cfm 40 
psi air compressors and 50 hp elec- 
tric motors, it requires only 522 sq. 
ft. ef floor space. This assembly was 
placed on the platform at one lift. 
Tanks are filled from pressure ves- 
sels on work boat. Available for 
purchase or lease. 


The Halliburton pneumatic bulk system provides the ¢ eliminates contamination as pressure tanks are self- 
greatest efficiency, versatility, and economy available now; cleaning; any dry drilling material can be used. 
for storage, blending and delivery of finely divided dr se a 
gg ‘ 8 y a J ¢ properly balanced drilling mud systems maintained at 
materials ... tailored to meet your specific requirements! | : é ? : nF 
all times; mud surge bins equipped with orificed 


From bulk plant to truck... barge to platform. . . surge proportioning valve 


bin to well site... you automatically get these significant 


money-saving advantages: * requires only one man to operate 
¢ uniformity of handling Put these advantages to work for you in your particular 
° saves time and handling costs operation. Pneumatic systems may be installed either by 


the user or Halliburton...Call or write Halliburton Oil 


Well Cementing Company, Duncan, Oklahoma for 
* electronic controlled weighing for maximum accuracy specific details. 


8 


¢ eliminates dust and waste 
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HERE’S A TYPICALLY SUCCESSFUL 
HALLIBURTON PNEUMATIC OPERATION... 


Bulk mud system shown in use at the Big Chief Drilling Company’s “Fain- 
Porter” onshore operation at a drilling location in Southern Oklahoma. Halliburton 
Pneumatic system automatically and continuously meters finely divided bulk mate- 
rial from portable storage bins into mud mixers or mud pits. Bins are available in 
varying Capacities ranging from 240 to 578 cu. ft. of aerated material and are 
equipped with orifice proportioning valve which properly maintains drilling mud 
systems in balance. Available for lease only. 


DENSOMETER PORTABLE STORAGE BIN 


DENSOMETER 


The Halliburton Densometer, a slurry weight indicating 
instrument, was successfully used on the Pneumatic opera- 
tion. It performs with complete accuracy, is easy to oper- 
ate and maintain. A continuous density reading of the 
drilling mud down hole was provided throughout its entire 
operation. The instrument is equipped with a gauge which 
permanently records fluid density onto a strip chart 
recorder. Its ability to provide continuous sampling, re- 
cording and reading of density of fluid in lbs./gal. of the 
drilling mud proved to be a significant advancement for 
better control of drilling muds with greater economy. 


PORTABLE STORAGE BIN 


After extensive research and testing of various types of 
weighing systems, Halliburton developed a portable storage 


WEIGHT-SENSING ELEMENT 





““QUICK-CHANGE”’ LOAD INDICATOR 


bin system for better control of drilling muds, additives, 
and/or other bulk materials at drilling site. 


WEIGHT-SENSING ELEMENT 


Bulk mud is placed in a storage bin with each of the 
four supporting legs equipped with a sensing element. The 
weight on each of the four legs is relayed to a 80,000 Ibs. 
capacity load indicator. 


“QUICK-CHANGE" LOAD INDICATOR 


The “quick-change” load indicator receives the four cell 
outputs which are totalized by the single indicator which 
is powered by a small battery. Totalized weight is directly 
indicated on dial. One “quick-change” may be moved from 
one storage bin to another. 


HALLIBURTON CEMENTING SERVICES 


HALLIBURTON COMPANY e DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA, 


PNEUMATIC BULK MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT 


aim 


“CONTINUE TO LOOK TO HALLIBURTON —FOR LEADERSHIP’’ 
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FAR LESS 


DOWN TIME 
with 


MARKEY 


Deck 
Machinery! 








World 
Renowned 
for 
Ruggedness 


Type CTW Hydraulic 
Captstan—also electric, 
diesel and air capstans 


Why is it that Markey equipment 
is seldom, if ever, pulled off a boat? 
Why does it often stay on board, at 
work, for a lifetime? Quality. Du- 
rability. Job-engineered efficiency! 


Type TAS Air Motor Towing Winch— 
also electric and hydraulic models 
—all “pull and no bother.” 


Type GAY 
Hydro-Pneumatic Steering 
Gear—for speed, 
accuracy and control. 


CUSTOM 
MARINE 
EQUIPMENT 


Markey machinery does more than 
add warping, mooring, anchoring, 
‘hoisting, winching and towing efh- 
ciency to work vessels everywhere 
— it means longer working life, with 
less down time for parts replace- 
ments or repairs. 


MARKEY 
MACHINERY CO., IN 
85 Horton St. 
Seattle 4, Washington 
MAin 2-4698 


Represented by 
H. J. Wickert & Co., Inc., 770 Folsom St. 
San Francisco 7, Calif.—YUkon 6-5800 
J. H. Menge Co., 932 N. B. of C. Bldg. 
New Orleans 12, La.—JAckson 2-0686 
bd 


Designing, Building, Repairing 
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LEEVILLE SHIPYARD CORP. 


On Bayou LaFourche at Leeville, Louisiana 


TWO LIFTING DRY DOCKS 
FOR 
Fast, Efficient Underwater Repairs, 
Bottom Work, Painting and Inspection 


Crew Boats, Work Boats, Tow Boats, 
Production & Exploration Boats—Small Barges 


TOPSIDE & GENERAL REPAIRS 
Phone: 
New Orleans JA 5-7059 


Golden Meadow, La. GR 5-7165 














429 BALTER BLDG. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
PHONE: MA. 6824 


24 HOUR 
SERVICE 


LAFAYETTE, LA. 
PHONE: CE. 4-1052 


Me Donough Matine Service 
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How @ne Opercoder used D-Gassers~to— 


reduce gas well costs 
by about *55,000 








A Canadian operator — drilling deep gas wells in the 
Alberta foothills — is using the SWACO D-Gasser to 
save about $55,000 per well. Here is how he does it: 








This operator, who was developing a gas field in the 
Alberta foothills, was encountering a gas-cutting problem 
during drilling that increased costs seriously. The problem 
was high-pressure, low-volume gas accumulations in a 
shale section above the main pay or between pay zones. 

Until this shale section was reached, mud weight of 
10 pounds per gallon was carried. When this section was 
being penetrated, however, severe gas cutting and “blowing” 
occurred. The gas cutting then persisted in the form of a 
two to three hour trip gas for the remainder of the well. 


Practice before using D-Gasser 

The operator circulated until he could build mud 
weight up to !1-13 pounds per gallon to control the gas 
cutting. Lost circulation in the pay section frequently 
occurred with the heavy mud, and a great deal of lost 
circulation material was often required. The cost of mud 
materials to control both gas and lost circulation ran 
$25,000 or more per well. 

Initially, it took anywhere from two days to a week to 
condition the mud, and in one case it was necessary to set 
casing before drilling could proceed. In addition, several 
hours of rig time were lost after each trip gunning out 
the trip gas. 


Ss WA S&S 


SALT WATER CONTROL, INC. 
1809 CONTINENTAL NATIONAL BANK BLDG., FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS 
Cable Address: “SWACO” Fort Worth 
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Telephone: EDison 2-4433 


LOUISIANA: New Orleans, Lafayette 
OKLAHOMA: Oklahoma City 


AUGUST 25, 1960 


TEXAS: Houston, Corpus Christi, Fort Worth, Kermit 
COLORADO: Durango 


Practice when using D-Gasser 

With a D-Gasser installed, the operator merely starts 
it up when the gas cutting occurs. Occasionally the pre- 
venters have to be closed, and the well placed on choke for 
a few hours. However, the whole job of mud conditioning 
can be accomplished in less than one day without increasing 
the mud weight. Moreover, penetration rates and bit life 
while drilling using the lower weight muds are substantially 
improved. Total savings in drilling costs amount to 
approximately $30,000 per well. 


To summarize, the operator has found he saves $25,000 
or more in mud costs and something like $30,000 in rig 
time and other drilling costs. 


This case is just one of many examples that prove the 
SWACO D-Gasser is more than just a safety device to be 
used for wildcat drilling. It makes possible important 
reductions in overall well costs in any area where gas cut- 
ting is a problem. Contact your nearest SWACO representa- 
tive to find out just how much D-Gassers can reduce your 
costs. Also ask him how SWACO Clayjectors and D- 
Sanders can further reduce drilling costs. 
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... against salt water splash, spray and vapor 


Now you can get offshore corrosion protection with remark- 
able economy, measured by cost per year of satisfactory service. 
@ New Humble RUST-BAN 190, a 100% inorganic zinc silicate 
coating, actually reacts with steel to form an inseparable bond 


® with the surface. Because of this interaction, RUST-BAN 190 
a affords excellent adhesion to give you a hard, abrasion-resistant 
coating that lasts for years. @ Underfilm corrosion is eliminated. 


Scraping or impacts cannot break the coating to cause failures. 
@ And RUST-BAN 190 contains no lead, is non-toxic and non- 
flammable. @ For complete information, call your Humble sales- 
man or contact Humble Oil & Refining Company, Houston, Texas. 


HUMBLE OIL & REFINING CO. 
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OF THE 300 MILLION SUBM 


ERGED ACRES in the “Americ 


ore 





an Sea” that lie within the 600-ft. mark, only the 35 


million acres off Louisiana and Texas have been more than sparsely explored. This gas handling platform is shown 
arriving at a location 45 miles southeast of Cameron, La. 





AUGUST 25, 1960 





THE AMERICAN SEA 


WITHIN THE 600-FT. MARK—A 


TT “American Sea’ is an inven- 
tion of the editors of Offshore— 
a name particularly appropriate for 
describing the broad reaches of the 
gulf and the sea to the south of us. 

This gulf and sea—the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea—con- 
tain one of the last truly great oil 
provinces known to man. 

Within the 600-ft. mark, and with- 
in reach of the drill bit, are vast 
submerged areas off Florida, Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Guatamela, Honduras, Nica- 
ragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Columbia 
and Venezuela that hold prolific 
promise. Along the chain of islands 


LAST GREAT OIL PROVINCE 


stretching from Florida to Trinidad 
are broad shelves and subsea pinna- 
cles that may hold immense subter- 
ranean wealth. 

In all, this vast domain contains 
some 300 million submerged acres in 
water depths less than 600-ft.—yet 
only the 35 million acres lying off 
Texas and Louisiana have been more 
than sparsely explored. Here, in a 
12-month period ending, Feb. 24, 
1960, U.S. oilmen paid over $423 
million for leases on an additional 
million offshore acres—widening the 
search that has pushed out into 200- 
ft. water depths from ports such as 
Galveston and Morgan City. 
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TRYING OUT ITS SEA LEGS in the lower Mississippi River, the drill barge MR. LOUIE prepares for its first off- 
shore location. The barge was idle for almost a year after being commissioned, but with renewed drilling activity 





in the Gulf of Mexico following recent record lease sales, a shortage of this type of equipment has developed. 


$423 MILLION IN LEASE SALES 


PAYMENT FOR SUBMERGED LANDS OFF LOUISIANA, TEXAS SETS ALL-TIME RECORD 


iy February of 1959, oil operators paid $43.6 mil- 
lion for 66,937.82 submerged acres in the first off- 
shore lease sale held by the State of Louisiana in 
nearly three years. 

While the sale set new records, the records did not 
stand for long. 

In the August, 1959 federal lease sale in Zone 2— 
the disputed area between the 3 and 9 mile limits 
off Louisiana's coastline—operators bid over $88 mil- 
lion for just 28,819.9 offshore acres. Average price 
for this sale was $2,267.78. Shell Oil Company bid 
$26,105,000.00 for a 2,500-acre tract—or more than 
$10,000.00 per acre. 

In September, approximately $9 million was paid 
the State of Louisiana for “inland marine” acreage 
in Vermilion, Four League, Caillou and Timbalier 
bays, in Lake Quitman and Lake Borgne, and in ad- 
jacent marsh and swampland, as well as offshore. 
But only marginal acreage was involved, and any dis- 
appointment engendered by this sale was more than 
offset by the block-buster that followed. 

For in February of 1960, operators bid a stagger- 
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ing total of $285 million for 815,586.09 submerged 
acres—575,106.09 acres off Louisiana, and 240,480 
acres off Texas. Leases off Louisiana attracted bids 
totaling $249,448,616.94—$35,732,031.20 was bid on 
Texas offshore lands. Totals ran so high that bids 
were rejected as insufficient that far exceeded the 
minimum per acre advertised by the Bureau of Land 
Management, Department of the Interior, as accep- 
table. This reduced bonus payments by some $2 mil- 
lion, leaving the 12-month total at approximately 
$423 million. 

The effect of this record-shattering investment in 
offshore leases is certain to have impact on the domes- 
tic oil economy. Onshore activity, already depressed, 
will suffer further as more money is diverted to off- 
shore operations. Conversely, drilling requirements 
on the offshore acreage will keep the present fleet 
of offshore rigs—dwindled by attrition and foreign 
participation—busy for some years to come. 

’ Offshore activity in the Gulf of Mexico is the one 
bright spot in the domestic oil picture today. 
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MODERN FORD DIESELS ARE RIGHT 





FOR A WIDE VARIETY OF APPLICATIONS! 


For use on land or sea, the Ford 220- and 330-cu. in. 
diesels are engineered and built to give economical, 
durable and long-lasting operation. 

Compact and clean in design, these engines feature 
dependable 12-volt electrical systems for quick starting 
in any weather . . . wet cylinder sleeves that eliminate 
costly reboring . . . and rotating exhaust valves for better 
seating, longer valve life. 

Parts interchangeability—plus readily available service 
at any Ford Power or Tractor Dealer—help you keep 
downtime costs at a minimum. Both Ford diesels are 
available as engine assemblies or power units. 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINES 


SOLD AND SERVICED BY... 


LOUISIANA ENGINE COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
1900 Tulane Ave., New Orleans, La., Tel. JA 2-8093 
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ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS 220 330 
Basic Model x Y 
Number of Cylinders Four Six 
Bore and Stroke—Inches 3.94 x 4.52 3.90 x 4.52 
Displacement—Cubic Inches 220 330 
Brake Dynamometer | 60 @ 2250 96 @ 2250 
Horsepower | Continuous 48 @ 2250 | 77 @ 2250 

Dynamometer | 151#’ @ 1600 | 236#’ @ 1600 
Torque 

Continuous 121#’ @ 1600] 189#’ @ 1600 
Compression Ratio 16 to 1 16 to 1 























“SIX WAYS TO DRILL OFFSHORE” 
























For economical drilling, consult The Offshore Company on your 





program. A quarter-century of drilling experience and an un- 
excelled engineering and operations staff—with a record of 
success in this demanding field, where mistakes cost big mon- 
ey fast—enable Offshore to furnish the right unit for your drill- 
ing situation. 


TENDER AND PLATFORM 
As the second oldest method of offshore 
drilling, the Tender and Platform now 
has begun to regain its well-deserved 
popularity. It will become more and more 
prevalent in deep-water operations. The 
Offshore Company can provide this type 
of tool, including design and construction 
of a dependable, minimum size platform 
if requested, for use in water depths up 
to 200 feet. 





SELF-ELEVATING 


MOBILE PLATFORM 

The most versatile tool for offshore 
drilling, it operates efficiently in water 
15 to 110 feet deep, depending on soil 
conditions. Ideal for wildcats, field ex- 
tensions, and widely spaced development 
wells, this type has repeatedly proved 
successful over a six-year period in greatly 
varied bottom conditions, water, and 
weather conditions off the coasts of the 
U. S., Panama, and Trinidad, and in the 
Persian Gulf. 


SUBMERGIBLE MOBILE 


PLATFORM 

For water depths from 15 to 40 feet, this 
is a rugged, economical tool for wildcats, 
field extensions, and widely spaced de- 
velopment wells. The Offshore Com- 
pany’s submergible is equipped with four 
6-foot diameter caissons, each with a 
pneumatic jack to serve as spuds and 
prevent movement in rough seas. This 
added safety factor can mean the dif- 
ference between success and failure in 
many situations. 
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SELF-CONTAINED 

PLATFORM 
Oldest of offshore drilling methods, the 
Self-Contained Platform is still the best 
for some development drilling and special 
exploratory situations. Offshore’s plat- 
form rigs have a unitized design that can 
be handled by a derrick barge in just six 
lifts, and require the minimum size self- 
contained platform. Such platforms are 
the result of Offshore’s years of experience 
in developing and choosing the right tool 
for the job. 




















SHALLOW WATER UNIT 
For bays, sounds, and protected waters 
10 to 18 feet deep, this type of unit is 
the most economical tool available. It is 
also suitable for semi-protected offshore 
waters up to 14 feet in depth. With 
steadily rising costs confronting the oil 
industry in so many operations, the 
varied, completely adequate Offshore 
Company units afford major savings time 
and again. 


FLOATING UNIT 

A recent development in marine drilling 
operations, this type of unit is useful for 
exploratory purposes in deep water. Its 
practical use, at present, is limited to 
obtaining stratigraphic and subsurface 
information. This unit was successfully 
used by Offshore on a major discovery 
below 10,000 feet in 100 feet of water. 


THE BEST IN OFFSHORE DRILLING CONTRACT SERVICE, DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN 


Our versatile drilling units plus the THE OFFSHORE COMPANY 
skill of an experienced staff provide 

Offshore customers the best combina- BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

Se fir CETRRAE IENS ARPES. « «:- Box 1268 + Dickens 4-6703 + Cable Address: OFFSHORE 
in water from 10 to 200 feet deep— 

world wide. 
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FIRST FIVE-STRING TREE is shown in place on OCS 0439, Well No. 6, 
Block 190 Field, Louisiana’s Eugene Island Area. Pictured is National cross 
with Cameron Iron Works Type “F” Wing Valves and two Cameron Quintuple 
String Solid Block Master Valves. 


A QUINTUPLE COMPLETION 


SINCLAIR HAS INDUSTRY’S FIRST FIVE-IN-ONE WELL 


f intense interest to marine oil 

operators everywhere was the 
announcement, by Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Company earlier this year, of the 
world’s first quintuple string com- 
pletion. 

OCS 0439, Well No. 6, Block 190 
Field, Eugene Island Area off the 
coast of Louisiana, was the first well 
in the history of the petroleum in- 
dustry to ) nconpers five zones simul- 
taneously from one bore through five 
strings of production tubing. 

The well was drilled to 7,981-ft. on 
a lease owned jointly by El Paso Na- 
tural Gas Company, Peoples Produc- 
tion Company, Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Company and Sohio Petroleum Com- 
pany, each with a 25 percent in- 
terest. Sinclair is operator for the 


group. 
18 


Well No. 6 is located some 40 
miles offshore in the Gulf of Mexico, 
in 72-ft. of water. It was drilled ver- 
tically from Dixilyn Drilling Cor- 
poration’s self-elevating mobile drill- 
ing platform Julie Ann. 

Sinclair's achievement, beyond the 
honor of being first in a fast-paced 
industry, is significant because it 
points the way to lower production 
costs offshore. But the honor of be- 
ing first with a quintuple string com- 
pletion lasted only about sixty days 
—before a sextuple completion was 
announced on land. 

And a scant thirty days later Louis- 
iana’s state mineral board banned all 


new multi-zone completions as a con- 
servation measure. 


WORLD’S FIRST OFFSHORE SULPHUR 
MINE lies some seven miles off Grand Isle, 
La. in the Gulf of Mexico. Here Freeport 
Sulphur Company has erected extensive 













ie with literally hundreds of 
production and drilling plat- 
forms, Louisiana's offshore waters 
switl about one structure that is 
unique above all others. 

It is the largest steel structure 





BIG BARGE 


Capable of operating in wat- 
er 100-ft. deep, the S-66 was 
built by Avondale Marine Ways 
of New Orleans for Barge Fa- 
cilities, Inc. of San Francisco, 
Calif. Leased to The California 
Company, the big barge is op- 
erating off the coast of Louisi- 
ana, is the latest deep-sea rig 
to join the search for offshore 
oil. 





ever erected in the ocean, and it was 
not constructed—as were all of the 
others—to aid in the search for off- 
shore oil. Located seven miles out in 
the Gulf of Mexico from Grand Isle, 
La., the half-mile-long structure is 
the principal part of a $30 million 
project to mine sulphur from under 
the sea. 

Units of the steel island include 


UNDERSEA SULPHUR MINE 


MOLTEN PRODUCT IS MOVED ASHORE BY PIPELINE 






the heating plant, where boilers, air 
compressers, pumps and generators 
supply the necessary mining “‘tools;” 
the employees’ housing facilities 
which can accommodate 120 men and 
contain television and _ recreation 
rooms, kitchen, cafeteria, first-aid 
room and offices; a heliport; and at 
the far end, the drilling and produc- 
tion platform. The separate drilling 
installation in the Tee. asset sinks 
wells to relieve the ore body of ex- 
cess mine water. 

With the beginning of commercial 
— recently, Freeport Sul- 
phur Company began moving sul- 
phur ashore through a unique off- 
shore pipeline that is really a three- 
in-one line—a 6-in. OD sulphur line 
with a 7-5/8-in. hot water jacket 
within a 14-in. OD protective casing. 
Each of the smaller lines rests on ball 
bearing rollers inside the larger pipe 
around it, making the lines easier 
to rr through during construction 
and allowing differential movement 
with minimum friction. 

The unusual pipeline brings sul- 
phur ashore and carries hot water out 
to the undersea mine. The huge sul- 
phur deposit that Freeport is min- 
ing lies some 2,000-ft. below the 
ocean floor. 


production facilities, connected to shore by pipeline. From left to right are the power plant, living quarters, heliport and pro- 
, duction platform. In the rear is the “bleedwater” platform where 5 million gals. of waste water must be withdrawn from 
the sulphur dome daily. Water at the location is about 60-ft. deep, the sulphur deposit lies some 2,000-ft. below the ocean 


floor. 
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A MASS OF MOLTEN STEEL, the inland drilling barge BELLE CLAIRE is shown trapped over a wild well in South 


Louisiana’s Deer Island field. Three men narrowly escaped injury when the well blew out and ignited, presumably 
from a nearby flare. 


x s«WILD WELLS 


FF: muddy inland bayous to the 
turbulent waters of the open 
Gulf, the marine drilling fleet op- 
erating in and off South Louisiana 
continued to suffer attrition from 
blowout and fire. 

In a spectacular blaze, the drill 
barge Belle Claire was destroyed 
when a well blew out and ignited in 
the Deer Island field, 18 miles south 
and west of Morgan City, La. The 
well had been completed as a dual 
producer before the accident oc- 
curred. The rig was a total loss. 

Drilling below 8,500-ft. in Timba- 
lier Bay, Gracey-Hellums’ Barge No. 
3 encountered a high pressure gas 
sand which blew out, then bridged— 





DESERTED PLATFOR\M, its scorched 
decks strewn with debris, is mute 
evidence of disaster at sea. Location 
is Block 134 of South Timbalier Area, 
where one man was drowned and 
eight others hospitalized after leap 
for safety into the sea. 


OFFSHORE 








| 7 ae Re 


TWISTED WRECKAGE is all that remains of Gracey-Hellums’ BARGE NO. 3 after blowout and fire in Timbalier 





Bay. Flames continue to leap into the air and the sea is violently churned as the well burns out of control. The $1.5 


million rig was a total loss. 


ARE RUTHLESS ENEMY OF DRILLER AT SEA 


and blew out again as a spud barge 
was being positioned alongside. The 
well ignited and three were killed, 
five injured in the resultant holo- 
caust. The $1.5 million shallow-water 
drill barge was a complete loss. 

Out in the Gulf of Mexico, 12 
men leaped for their lives from a 
Gulf Oil Corporation platform when 
a drilling well blew out and caught 
fire. One man was drowned and 
eight others injured. 

There were other disasters—other 
rigs damaged. But perhaps the most 
unusual accident of the year occurred 
when a Norwegian freighter collided 
with CATC’s production platform 


EXTENSIVE DAMAGE resulted when 
a 475-ft. Norwegian freighter struck 
this production platform in Eugene 
Island Block 208. The platform was 
unmanned at that time, and no one 
was injured on the vessel, which made 
port under its own power. 


AUGUST 25, 1960 


“B” in the open sea. The platform, 
unmanned at the time, is in Eugene 
Island Block 208 off the Louisiana 
coast. No one was injured on the 


TOLL OF INLAND AND OFFSHORE RIGS IN SERIES OF CONTINUING DISASTERS 


vessel, but the platform, with three 
shut-in wells, was badly damaged. 
The 475-ft. freighter made port un- 
der its own power. 










































STILL LEADING THE OFFSHORE FIELD 


OCEAN DRILLING & EXPLORATION COMPANY 


2475 Canal St. 


Wb 


EXpress 4601 


ey 





New Orleans, La. 
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MISSISSIPPI LETS BIG LEASE 


SHELL GETS ALL OF STATE’S OFFSHORE AREA 


yaaa entire offshore area, 
from Louisiana to Alabama, has 

been leased by Shell Oil Company. 
The lease, extending three miles 
seaward from three major offshore 
islands—Horn Island, Ship Island 
and Cat Island—covers 800,000 acres. 
Shell paid $80,000.00 for the lease. 
Only two bids were received in the 


sale held late last year—one from 
Shell and one from the Louisiana 
Materials Company. 

Under terms of the lease, Shell 
may select 10,000-acre blocks during 
the first or second year which it de- 
sires to keep. The company may re- 
tain as many such blocks as it wishes, 
but must pay $5.00 per acre rental 
per year on each block. Rent is 
waived in the event of drilling. 
Leases on individual blocks are ex- 
tended five years otherwise. 

Shell has started seismic work in 


Activity Dormant Since 
Cay Sal Test Abandoned 


There has been no offshore activ- 
ity in the Bahamas since Bahama 
California Oil Company and Baha- 
ma Gulf Oil Company abandoned 
their expensive Cay Sal 4-1 over a 
year ago as dry. 

The $3 million test was drilled by 
Zapata Off-Shore Company of Hous- 
ton, using the mobile unit Scorpion. 
Location was on Cay Sal Bank, some 
135 miles south of Miami and 180 
miles southwest of Nassau. The try 
went to 18,906-ft.—one of the deep- 


est offshore wells ever drilled any- 
where. 


Bahama California Oil Company is 
a subsidiary of Standard Oil Com- 
pany of California, and Bahama Gulf 
Oil Company is a subsidiary of Gulf 
Oil Corporation. 
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Mississippi Sound. The work will 
continue for one or two years, ac- 
cording to company officials, de- 
pending on problems encountered. 


Drilling will start as soon as results WATER GEYSER will be repeated 


f ae ._ many times during the next year or 
of the seismic survey are fully eval (me ae Mie Gn Gemname canleees 
uated. the Mississippi Sound. At right is 

Only four holes have been drilled oe and —— barge from which 
off the coast of Mississippi to date, charge was planted. 


and all four have been dry. 





DRIVING 


CONDUCTOR PIPES 


IS OUR SPECIALTY 


Saving from 
12> to 24 hours 


Driving 
Conductor Pipe 
on land, 

inland barges 
and offshore. 
From 16" to 
72" pipe. 


on rig time 


Self-contained 

Diesel-Powered 

harnmer 

reduces 

handling 

and PHONES: 

set-up costs DAY WH 7-0621 
NIGHT AU 0683 


GURTLER, HEBERT 
& CO., INC. 


Wire WUX - VC 


CONSULT US 
24-HOUR 


SERVICE 


1539 PLEASURE ST. NEW ORLEANS, LA. 














































OFFSHORE OIL 
INSURANCE 


From the top of the rig to 
the bottom of the hole, 
offshore oil drilling and 
production calls for experi- 
enced specialists—no less in 
the area of your insurance 
coverage than in any other. 
Your insurance agent or 
broker knows that Southern 
Marine has specialized in 
arranging proper coverage 
for offshore drilling and 
production equipment since 
the earliest days of offshore 
exploration, and that we 
know too how much prompt 
and proper servicing of 
losses can mean to you. Ask 
him about Southern Marine 
know-how and service. 
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THE OFFSHORE COMPANY’S RIG NO. 52 was used to 
drill Gulf wildcat 35 miles west-southwest of Key West, 
Fla., on a federal offshore lease. Hole was abandoned as 
dry after reaching 15,294-ft. 


DUSTERS FOR FLORIDA 


STATE HAS NO OFFSHORE PRODUCTION 


GG" Oil Corporation has drilled two wildcat tests 
off the coast of Florida during the past year, and 
The California Company chalked up an offshore try that 
was dry. 

Gulf’s 1 OCS Block 28 was the first well drilled off 
Florida on a Federal lease. The well—the latest drilled 
below the Florida mainland—was abandoned as dry in 
early May, after reaching 15,294-ft. Location was 37 
miles west-southwest of Key West. 

Calco’s try was off St. Georges Island, Franklin Coun- 


ty. 








ANCHOR BOAT WORKS, INC. 





RIGHT IN HOUSTON! 
.. . on BRAY’S BAYOU at 80th St. 


FULLY EQUIPPED FOR WORK ON OFFSHORE 
AND INLAND MARINE CRAFT OF ALL TYPES. 
WOOD OR STEEL BOAT BUILDING AND RE- 
PAIRING, STORAGE AND DOCKING FACILI- 
TIES, FITTING OUT— HOISTING — MECHANICS 
— ELECTRICIANS — WELDERS — CARPENTERS 
819°S. 80th St. Phone WA 3-4289 
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OIL OFF ATLANTIC COAST CONSIDERED LIKELY 


FAVORABLE SEDIMENTS UNDERLIE 1100-MILE LONG TIDELANDS STRIP 


— more than 200 wells have 
been drilled without producing 
any sign of oil on the coastal plain 
north of Florida, scientists consider 
that there may be plenty of oil along 
the 1,100 mile continental shelf on 
the East Coast of the United States. 
The oil potential of the Atlantic 
coastal plain and shelf was the sub- 
ject of a session of the joint meeting 
of the American Association of Pe- 
troleum Geologists and the Society 
of Economic Paleontologists and 
Mineralogists in April of this year. 
Near-shore marine sediments and 
continental sediments deposited a- 
long the ‘basement’ rock of the 
ocean floor seemingly constitute a 
setting favorable for the accumula- 
tion of oil. The continental slope 
from Newfoundland to Puerto Rico, 
according to scientists, forms a con- 
tinuous outcrop of potential oil pro- 
ducing rock. 


Geological structure . . . During 
the past twenty years, extensive geo- 


physical investigations have been 
carried out along the Atlantic coastal 
plain of the United States which 
have helped to determine the geolog- 
ical structure of the offshore area be- 
tween Newfoundland and Cape Hat- 
teras in some detail. 

The predominent features are two 
long troughs paralleling the edge of 
the continental shelf. The inner 
trough contains up to 18,000-ft. of 
potential oil producing sedimentary 
rocks, while the outer one contains 
more than 25,000-ft. of sedimentary 
rocks in some places. 


Florida coast . . . Geologists report 
that the picture south of Cape Hat- 
teras is not clear, but most research- 
ers seem to believe the potential off- 
shore oil field extends southward 
along the Florida coast. 

The concensus of opinion among 
oil men familiar with the region, 
however, is that the greatest oil po- 


tential lies along the continental 
slope between New Jersey and Flori- 


da. 
Georgia 


Pure Plans Exploration 
Of State's Offshore Area 


Georgia's State Mineral Leasing 
Commission has granted an explora- 
tion permit to Offshore Geophysical 
Prospecting Exploration Company, 
which will conduct a survey of sub- 
merged lands in the Atlantic Ocean 
bordering Georgia's coast for Pure 
Oil Company. Georgia plans to map 
its offshore area and adopt leasing 
rules similar to those of Texas, ac- 
cording to a state official. The state 
recently rejected proposals from 
three bidders which would have 
covered all, or part, of its offshore 
acreage. 








SUPPLY VESSELS— | 36 ft. Clear deck space 100 
ft. Equipped with Caspary-Wendell anchoring sys- 
tem, permitting vessels to unload in extreme weather 
conditions. 


— 24-HOUR SERVICE — 


SALES — PARTS — SERVICE 


& Reliable Batteries 
® Luber Finer & AC Filters 
& Jabsco Pumps 


> Complete Electrical Service 


DIESEL MARINE SERVICE 


CAMERON, LA. 





CREW BOATS—95 ft. 
tioned throughout. Equipped with walk in refrigera- 
tor. Also 85 ft. crew boats. 


1200 H.P. Fast. Air-condi- 


CASPARY-WENDELL Work Boats 


HAROLD L. COOLING PHONES: 

Owner PR 5-5513 

P. O. Box 606 P. O. Box 922 GR 7-4043 PR 5-5465 
Rockport, Texas Morgan City, Louisiane Lake Charles, La. PR 5-5123 
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GULFPORT BUILT . . . 


Tug ZEUS, 103’ x 25’ x 13’— 
1200 HP General Motors Diesel 
Gear Drive tug, built for Intra- 
coastal Towing and Transporta- 
tion Corp., Houston, Texas. 





Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation builds many types of fine marine 
equipment for the oil lakes . . . derrick barges, tugs, dredges, 
cargo barges, drilling platforms, seismic vessels, crew and cargo boats, 
and fast, rugged cruisers for the inshore oilfields . . . Whatever your 
problem, you are in capable hands at Gulfport. 


BUILDERS AND DESIGNERS 
All-Welded Steel Tugs, Barges, Vessels 


GULFPORT SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 


“On the Highway to the Offshore Oilfields” 
Phone YUkon 2-6486 PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
“Gulfport Tugs for Tough Towing” 


P. O. Box 1179 
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SALES 
SERVICE - RENTALS 


a UNiversiry 1-4536 
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Nigth, Sundays & Holidays 


Call New Orleans and Call 

2-7-8724 

1709-11 Old Spanish Trail VE 4-2622 
Westwego, La. 21-71-1775 














Matuacaibo Marine Service CA, | 


Alaska 


New State Holds First 
Offshore Lease Sale 


The State of Alaska held its first 
sale of state-owned offshore acre- 
age in December. 

The sale covered 87,981 acres in 
32 tracts. No minimum bids were 
set. Leases are for five years, with a 
rental fee of $1.00 per acre per year. 

Offered were 11 tracts off the 
west shore of Kenai Peninsula, 2 in 
upper Kachemak Bay, and 19 off 
the east shore of Alaska Peninsula, 
south of Bacharof Lake. The tracts 
varied in size from 640 to 3,660 
acres. An unusual feature of the acre- 
age offered was the fact that all but 
a few of the tracts could be drilled 
directionally from shore. 

Bids totalling $4,021,031.43 were 
received on 32 of the 37 tracts. Un- 
ion Oil Company of California and 
the Ohio Oil Company made a joint 
bid of $1,001,123.00 for a 2,026-acre 
tract south of the Kenai River. 


Arctic Islands 


Four Take Up Permits On 
4.4 Million Offshore Acres 


Permits were taken up on 4,432,- 

006 offshore acres among the Arctic 
Islands recently. 
Of the 14 companies and 35 indivi- 
duals who held priorities before the 
conversion date, 12 companies and 
10 individuals took up permits on 
39,046,081 acres onshore, and four 
companies exercised their option on 
the more than four million offshore 
acres in surrounding waters. 


Canada 


Aeromagnetic Survey Made 
In Sable Island Area 


Mobil Oil Company late last year 
extended its search for oil into the 
Atlantic Ocean off Canada. 

An aeromagnetic survey was made 
on a 600,000-acre tract centering on 
Sable Island, about 100 miles east 
of Halifax, Novia Scotia. Most of the 
area lies in 10 to 60-ft. deep water. 


New Far North Regulations 
Include Offshore Areas 


Canada’s new and more stringent 
regulations on oil and gas leasing in 
its northern territories include the 
Arctic Islands and continental shelf. 

Leases will not be granted to any- 
one except Canadian citizens, or com- 
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panies registered in Canada, or com- 
panies owned at least 50 percent by 
Canadian stockholders. The rules 
also — that leases may not be 
transferred except to companies that 
qualify under the regulations. 


Great Lakes 


Potential Of Area Great, 
According To Report 


Offshore drilling for oil in the 
Great Lakes may yield great quanti- 
ties of the oil and gas needed in the 
heavily populated Middle West, ac- 
cording to an authoritative report. 

All of the Great Lakes area, with 
the exception of Lake Superior, are 
potential sources of new oil reserves 
according to the report. Lake Erie 
and Lake St. Clair have so far been 
the center of offshore drilling ac- 
tivity, with Lake Huron soon to be 
explored. 

The cost of drilling offshore wells 
is high, the possible drilling season 
is short, results to date have been 
disappointing, and fishing interests 
and others fearing possible lake pe 
lution have attempted to prevent lake 
drilling. But favorable marketing 
conditions in the large population 
centers surrounding the Great Lakes 
provide ample incentive to continue 
offshore exploratory work. 

Activity in Lake Erie, which in 
1959 witnessed a full-fledged drill- 
ing boom, continues high. Most ac- 
tivity remains on the north, or Cana- 
dian side of the lake. Production is 
shallow. Drilling is done with cable 
tools mounted on either platforms or 
small mobile units. 


Novia Scotia 


Seismic Survey Underway 
Off Southeastern Coast 


The search for oil has moved to 
the Atlantic Ocean off the south- 
eastern coast of Nova Scotia. 

Mobil Oil of Canada, Ltd., an af- 
filiate of Mobil Oil Company, has 
started a marine seismic survey of a 
150-mile stretch of water between 
Halifax and Sable Island. The survey 
will move later to the island, a 
navigation hazard which is_ the 
graveyard of many ships. 

The survey is to map possible un- 
dersea structures favorable to the ac- 
cumulation of oil and gas. Results 
of the survey will largely determine 
the next step in the oil search, the 
company said. The program, expected 
to last several weeks, supplements an 
aeromagnetic survey carried out last 
summer. 
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WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS - WORLDW'IDE - 
CALL THE TIDE FLEET 


In North 
America: 
TIDEWATER 
MARINE 
SERVICE, INC. 
Suite 200 
Tulane Bldg. 
New Orleans, 
Louisiana 


In South 
America: 
TIDEWATER 
MARINE 
SERVICE, C.A. 
Apartado 151 
Maracaibo, 
Venezuela 
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FLOATING PLATFORM TOWER is shown arriving at drillsite on Standard of California-Humble lease southeast of 
Santa Barbara. Two of the legs are hollow, and were flooded to sink the platform base in place in 106-ft. of water. 


UPSURGE OF ACTIVITY OFF CALIFORNIA 


HUMBLE, PHILLIPS, TEXACO ERECTING MULTI-WELL DRILLING STRUCTURES 


fig big multi-well platforms are currently under 
construction for drilling in the California tide- 
lands. 

Standard Oil Company of California, Western 
Operations, Inc., expects to begin drilling opera- 
tions late this month from its new 25-well platform 
Hilda, the second platform to be erected on the 5500- 
acre Summerland lease off Santa Barbara County on 
which Standard is operator for itself and Humble 
Oil & Refining Company. 

A double-decked platform, from which 28 wells 
may be drilled, is being erected by Texaco Inc. on 
a 3,840-acre lease near Gaviota, off Santa Barbara. 

Texaco is operator on the lease for itself, Monterey 
Oil Company and Newmont Mining Company. 

Plans for construction of a 33-well platform on 
State Parcel E, off the coast of California, have been 
announced by Phillips Petroleum Company. Phillips 
is operator on the lease for itself, Pauley Petroleum 
Inc. and associates. 

But while the big drilling platforms pace the news, 
most of California’s offshore oil is still produced 
from wells slanted out under the ocean from land- 
based sites. 


ARTIFICIAL ISLAND, 8,000-ft. off Seal Beach is an- 
other method of drilling for and producing California’s 
offshore oil. Island can accommodate more wells than 
the biggest fixed platform erected to date, was con- 
structed by Monterey Oil Company. 
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SHELL SEEKING OFFSHORE LEASES 


NOMINATES NINE PARCELS OFF SANTA BARBARA 


St Oil Company has nominated 
50,000 acres off Santa Barbara 
County, California for lease. 

As a result, the California State 
Lands Commission has given notice 
of intention to consider offering the 
acreage. nine parcels in all—for 
lease. 

The parcels nominated by Shell are 
five major blocks alternating be- 


tween those already leased, plus one 
adjacent to the Elwood field. How- 
ever, Shell has divided the tracts into 
nine parcels in its application to the 
commission. 

The commission describes the lands 
as “that area of tide and submerged 
lands not included in existing State 
oil and gas leases lying between west- 
ernmost State oil and gas lease in the 
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Elwood field and Point Conception, 
Santa Barbara County, and extended 
seaward three nautical miles.” 

If a sale of offshore lands is held, 
it will be the first in two years. 


1958 sales high . . . The five 3,840- 
acre parcels in the 1958 lease sales 
brought a total of $55 million in 
cash bonuses. Parcel A, fartherest 
east, and Parcel E, fartherest west, 
went to a combine of Phillips, Kerr- 
McGee, Pauley and 37 other com- 
panies and individuals, for which 
Phillips is the operator. 

Phillips is erecting a 33-well drill- 
ing platform—the world’s largest 
multi-well structure—on Parcel E, 
and will drill a directional hole from 
onshore into Parcel A. 


Record bid . . . Parcel D attracted 
a record bid of over $23 million, 
topping anything (at that time) on 
the West or Gulf Coast. Texaco, 
Monterey and Newmont were the 
successful bidders. 


Parcels B and C went to Standard 
Oil Company of California and 


Humble Oil & Refining Company. 





RICHFIELD’S ARTIFICIAL IS- 
LAND is 3,000-ft. off the beach at 
Rincon, has been landscaped to blend 
more attractively with West Coast 
scenery. 
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BOUND FOR MEXICO is Zapata Off-Shore Company’s VINEGARROON. The 





unit was towed to its first foreign location by the G & H Towing Company 


tugs BARBARA GEORGE and PIKE. 






’ a 
Als the eastern coast of Mexico 
lies the largest unexplored mar- 
ine oil region in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Onshore production exists from 
Texas to the tip of the Yucatan Pen- 
insula. The offshore region is a wide 
sloping belt extending down from the 
State of Quintana and bordering 
Campeche and Tabasco. West and 
north of the Yucatan Peninsula, it 
spreads into an enormous fan-shaped 
area. Here, on the Campeche Banks, 
it would be possible to spot a marine 
drilling rig nearly 200 miles from 
land and still be in water less than 
600-ft. deep. Spotted on one of the 


numerous pinnacles that dot the sea 
floor in the area, the rig could be in 
relatively shallow water at almost 
the same distance from shore. 

But offshore production, to date, 
has been confined to a narrow stri 
in the Gulf of Campeche just off 
the coast of Tabasco. Here, in 1959, 
a major oil strike by Pauley Pan 
American Petroleum Company fo- 
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#, MEXICO IS PROMISING 


PAULEY LETS 10-WELL CONTRACT 


cused attention on the enormous po- 
tential of Mexico’s tidelands. 

Pauley considered its 239 Santa 
Ana so promising that it brought in 
two marine rigs to speed up develop- 
ment drilling. 

But one rig—the floating drilling 
vessel Nola 2—was beached by a 
sudden, violent storm which caught it 





Offshore lease maps 
available— 

© Texas 
¢ Louisiana 
e Lake Maracaibo 
$5 per copy. Write Map 
Department, P. O. Box 977, 
Conroe, Texas 





just as it was moving on location. 
Aground near Coatzocoalcas, the 
vessel has resisted salvage operations 
to date. 

— Off-Shore Company's mo- 
bile drilling platform Vinegarroon is 
drilling up a 10-well contract with 
Pauley—with an oil strike on its very 
first try. 
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MACWHYTE 
WIRE ROPE 
FACTORY 
WAREHOUSE 


IN NEW ORLEANS 


144 Thalia St. 
New Orleans 13 
JAckson 2-6181 


IN FT. WORTH 


T&P Terminal Warehouse 
P. O. Box 605, Ft. Worth 1 
EDison 2-8436 


This warehouse stock supports 
Macwhyte Distributors’ stocks... 
backs them up in giving you fast 
delivery on the exact rope you 
need for your equipment, 


Always be sure you get Whyte 
Strand Wire Rope by Macwhyte. 
It’s specifically designed and fab- 
ricated for every application. And 
it brings out the best in your 
equipment! 





MACWHYTE 
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COMPANY 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, U.S. A. 
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EARLY EFFORTS 


LED TO 239 SANTA ANA 


Vg surveys in the Isthmus of 

Tehuantepec were carried out in 
1949 by a group called CIMA. The 
combine consisted of American In- 
dependent Oil Company, Edwin W. 
Pauley, and a Petrofina of Belgium 
affiliate, Mexofina, S.A. 

Minor oil shows were obtained in 
1949-50 by directional drilling along 
the shore of Tabasco. 

In 1957 the largest oil discovery in 
Mexico since 1938 was made by Pem- 
ex (Petroleos Mexicanos, the gov- 
ernment-owned oil company) in the 
El Hallazgo field, located south of 
the Rio Tecoluta in the State of 
Vera Cruz. The discovery lent fur- 
ther credence to the hope for an off- 
shore extension of onshore fields. 

When CIMA obtained a special 
contract to drill on a 60-mile stretch 
of submerged lands off the coast of 
Vera Cruz and Tabasco, it contracted 
with Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Company of New Orleans for use of 
the giant drill barge El Dorado. 
ODECO carried an interest in eight 
of the ten wells it drilled in the area, 
under an arrangement with Pauley 
Pan American Petroleum Company, 
now the operator. 

The ninth well—239 Santa Ana— 
was hailed by Pauley as a major oil 
strike. Drilled a mile off the coast 
of Tabasco in 43-ft. of water, it went 
to a total depth of 10,000-ft., en- 
countering several miocene sands be- 
low 7,000-ft. One of the upper zones 
flowed 1,680 bpd of 38°-gravity oil 
from an undisclosed depth, with lit- 
tle additional information about the 
well released. A stepout reportedly 
tested 744 bpd from 5,720-ft. and 
1,596 bpd from 8,031-ft. 

ODECO completed its contract, 
and returned the El Dorado to the 
states. Zapata Off-Shore Company's 
Vinegarroon, arriving in the Gulf of 
Campeche late last year, is now drill- 
ing up a 10-well contract for Pauley. 
The tate scored on its very first 
try at a location on the northern edge 
of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The 
well, which is just off Santa Ana, 
barely inside the State of Tabasco 
and only a few miles from Coatza- 
coalcos, was completed as a dual pro- 


ducer and reportedly flowed at the 
rate of 500 bpd on initial tests. 
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COMPACT MOBILE UNIT is being built for Loffland Brothers Company, 
will be used with a drilling tender in Venezuela’s Lake Maracaibo. It can oper- 


ate in waters up to 105-ft. deep. 
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"300 TON” 


TOOL JOINT COMPOUND 
> POLARIZED’= 


additive increases ‘‘clinging’’ pow- 
er for greater thread protection 
under mud and water pressures! 





MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Sold ONLY through supply stores 


PETROLEUM 


DISTRIBUTING CO. 


BOX 203, H{ 


STON, TEX, USA, CA 4-9648 
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PROLIFIC MARACAIBO 


LEADING OVERWATER OJL PRODUCER 


MARINE REPAIRS 


B® 30-Ton Stiffleg Derrick 





| Big Maracaibo remains the most 
fabulous overwater oil produc- 
ing area in the world. 

Nearly 4,000 wells dot the lake's 
surface, drilled to varying depths 
from 3,500-ft. to 14,682-ft. (the deep- 
est producer). Maximum production 
from the lake has exceeded 1.4 mil- 
lion bpd, and operators continue to 
bring in big lake producers. 

But indicative of the present out- 
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look for Lake Maracaibo operators 
is the fact that Superior Oil Com- 
pany halted drilling operations on 
its lake concession, after completing 
only one dry hole out of 27 tries. 
Heavy development expenses and 
lack of a market for its crude was 
given as the reason. And now the 
government is forming its own na- 
tional oil company to compete with 
present producers. 





& 20-Ton Stiffleg Derrick 
pm 150-Ton Marine Ways 
B 50-Ton Marine Ways 


OFFSHORE 
SHIPYARD 


Venice Basin 
PHONE 


KE 4-2277 


Venice, La. 
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The World’s 
Finest 


ANCHOR 


DANFORTH 


LIGHTWEIGHT TYPE ANCHOR 


DANFORTH 
ANCHORS 


PORTLAND e*MAINE 





of a new automated flow station (below) in Lake Mara- 
caibo. The 1,000-bbl. open-bottom surge tank is almost 
completely submerged in sea water, which supports the 
weight of crude oil above. 





COMPLETED AND READY FOR TESTS, the completed 
flow station rises 83-ft. above lake surface. Erected by 
Venezuelan Sun, it will handle 100,000 bpd from 46 com- 
pletions (some are dually completed wells). 


OFFSHORE 











BIG STRIKES CONTINUE 


BUT CONCESSIONAIRES FACE PROBLEMS 


ome of the world’s most prolific wells are still being 
drilled in Lake Maracaibo, but concession holders 
continue to face increasing problems. 

Principle concession holders are Creole, Shell and 
Mene Grande, but additional concessions were granted 
to seven new operators in the lake in 1956 and 1957, 
and substantial production has been developed by some. 


In September of last year, Signal Oil and Gas of Vene- 
zuela reported that a development well, Centro 18, 
flowed at the rate of 8,500 bpd on the big mid-lake con- 
cession that it holds with Pure Oil Company and Stan- 
dard Oil Company (Ohio). At that time, Signal had 
es 16 wells on the 28,000-acre concession, with 
3 additional wells drilling. 

In October, Venezuelan Sun reported that its SVSX- 
32 was dually completed for a How of 8,200 bpd as 
the 30th producing well in its Block No. 1 concession. 

In November Phillips reported that its LPG-12-11 
flowed 4,896 bpd on initial tests, and that it was pro- 
ducing 45,000 bpd from Lot 17 in the lake from only 
seven wells. 

In May Mene Grande, whose production is owned 
50 percent by Gulf and 25 percent each by Shell and 
Jersey Standard, announced that three widely-spaced 
wells in the South Cueta field in the lake might indicate 
the “largest field discovered by Gulf Oil Corporation 
since Kuwait.” 


But market difficulties for Lake Maracaibo crude have 
plagued operators, and the Cuban seizure of U. S. owned 
refineries, and the switch to Soviet oil, may further 
complicate matters. It is also probable that the govern- 
ment will expect free enterprise partners, holding con- 
cessions in the lake, to finance in some manner the op- 
eration of its new state-owned oil company. 





FIGHTING HER WAY along Cuba’s southwest coast, 45- 
ft. crew boat SEMARCA 22 encounters waves up to 40- 
ft. in height en route to Lake Maracaibo from U.S. Gulf 
Coast. Waves in background are breaking over 50-ft. 
coral cliffs. 
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FOR FASTER, 


MORE EFFICIENT SERVICE! 


The 51° AILINE ELIZABETH is one of a fleet of crewboats 
maintained by Robin Boat Rental Service, Inc. to serve the oil 
industry offshore. Included in the fleet are many other 51' 
boats of this type built by Equitable Equipment Company, 
Inc. of New Orleans. The AILINE ELIZABETH is built in ac- 
cordance with American Bureau of Shipping standards and 
U. S. Coast Guard requirements for carrying passengers for 
hire. She is ruggedly constructed and seaworthy, but outfitted 
on par with the finest pleasure yachts afloat. 


Crewboats for Sale or 
Charter to VENEZUELA 


Call us for: Crewboats, Seagoing Tugs, Rig Tenders 


ROBIN BOAT RENTAL SERVICE, Inc. 


Phone FOrest 6-7217-8 


440 Pailet St. Harvey, La. 














OB VErA ER EINE 
EXPLORATIONWOOMPANY: 
APIPRILLING AND 

/ \WENGINEERING 


~~ 
me I1ELD PROVEN METHODS 
HOFFER LARGE COST SAVINGS 


IN EXPLORATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
bSUBMERGED LANDS 


Write For Details 
, 
GLOBAL MARINE 
EXPLORATION CO 
650 GRAND AVE 
LOS-ANGELES. 17, CALIF. 
R. F. BAUER, President 
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INSURANCE SPECIALISTS... 


... in all forms of coverage for the oil, 
gas and allied industries. We would 
like to serve you through the insurance 
agent or broker of your choice. 


Excess-Surpuus Lines, Inc. 


818 Hibernia Bidg. New Orleans 12, La. 


Telephone TUlane 1191 Teletype NO 157 
Cable Address EXSURP 























))oiL FIELD SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1943 


H.B. ‘‘BUSTER’’ HUGHES 
O/L FIELD CONTRACTOR 


P.O. BOX 55 - HARVEY, LOUISIANA 











Borwich Shipyard &> Drydock Ce. See. 


1000 TON FLOATING DRYDOCK 
2 MARINE RAILWAYS 











PHONE - 6444 P. O. Box 168 
NIGHT 7-2364 BERWICK, LA 
3306 
5249 
\ —_— 
36 


Gulf of Paria 


Offshore Strikes Brighten 
British Island's Oil Picture 


Faced with dwindling onshore oil 
reserves, Trinidad has turned to an 
offshore search for oil in the Gulf 
of Paria—with considerable initial 
success. 

Dominion Oil Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Standard Oil Company of California, 
was reported in March to have com- 
pleted a second well a quarter of a 
mile south of its Domoil 1. The 
well is producing at various intervals 
between 8,474-ft. and 9,370-ft. 

Domoil 1, brought in early last 
year in 90-ft. of water about 30 miles 
southwest of Port of Spain and near 
the international boundary between 
Trinidad and Venezuela, recently 

roduced 20,000 bbls. of oil in a 
ittle over two months, from 9,340- 
70-ft. 

A third test was spudded in half 
a mile to the east of the second well. 

Domoil 1 was the first oil discov- 
ery ever made by a floating drilling 
vessel. It was drilled by The Off- 
shore Company of Baton Rouge, La., 
about 20 miles north of the Soldado 
field discovered in 1954 by Trinidad 
Northern Areas. 


Two Stepouts In Gulf Of 
Paria Reported Successful 


Paria Operations, Inc. has reported 
two stepouts for Posa 1 in the Gulf 
of Paria. The first is producing at 
the rate of 200 bpd, and the second 
at 600 bpd. 


Peru 


Richfield—Cities Service 
Resume Offshore Operations 


Richfield Oil Corporation, in a 
joint venture with Cities Service Oil 
Company, has resumed offshore drill- 
ing in the discovery area off the north- 
west coast of Peru. 

So far five tests have been drilled 
to depths between 900 and 5,200-ft. 
Of these, three flowed 38°-gravity oil 
at rates up to 414 bpd on test, in- 
cluding one that flowed 340 bpd from 
a depth of only 920-ft. 


Well Slant-Drilled From 
Shore Makes 200 BPD 


Bellco Petroleum Corporation has 
reportedly completed a well, slant- 
drilled from shore, that is producing 
about 200 bpd from under the Paci- 
fic. 

Location is on the mainland near 
Talara, and the well was completed 
at about 3,800-ft. 
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famous names in OFFSHORE and 
PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT 


e The Lima 34 Paymaster 
eInsley ¢Schield-Bantam 
e Thor e Allis-Chalmers 


The popularity and efficiency of SETCO equipment 
have helped make this company one of the largest 
of its kind in the country. That means you will find 
at our four offices more models, parts, service facili- 
ties and experience than in smaller shops. Come 
see these “super markets” when you are interested 


ware: SAL H ; 
at a wale in new equipment. 
wa oe 
+ 1) 


SOUTHERN EQUIPMENT & TRACTOR CO., INC. 


Monroe: 1101 Louisville Ave. e P. O. Box 2837—Louisville Sta. | Baton Rouge: 2020N. Third St. © P. O. Box 631 
























Phone: FAirfax 2-6146 . Monroe, La. | Phone: Dickens 8-6721 Baton Rouge, La 
Shreveport: 2601 E. Texas St. P.O. Box 5055 | New Orleans: e 3727 Veterans Memorial Hwy 
Phone: 3-1532 Bossier City, La. Phone: VErnon 5-5408 P.O. Box 337. Metairie, La 
% 
e 
AL WARRINER — Pres. 3 f EXPORT 
Bs KENNER (Dial 2! Then Dial) 4.2175 & or 
ee) If no answer dial WHitehall 7-3613 x 
: * SALVAGE ie 
¢ CONSTRUCTION 
¢ REPAIRS 5) 
INSPECTION Fa 
* BLASTING FI 
* UNDERWATER i) 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
* WELDING & CUTTING 
* RENTAL OF 


UNDERWATER TOOLS 
EQUIP 
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* MOBILE DECOMPRES- 
SION CHAMBERS 

* DECOMPRESSION 
CHAMBERS 


"UNDERWATER SERVICES. INC. 


Marine Diving Contractors 


10001 Walden Drive Apt. 198 





or OFFSHORE 
DRILLING 


AT WHOLESALE PRICES 


SIS 
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New Orleans 23, La. Maracaibo, Venezuela 3 e Food e Hardware 
~ | @ Tools e Linens 
© Galley Gear © Paper Products 
Exclusive Distributor * Rope © Paint 
Pe LARGE STOCK OF CANNED MEATS NOT 
@ REQUIRING REFRIGERATION e 
ae Ronn ag For Complete Information Phone or Write 
: THE STEDMAN CO. 
WIRE ROPE * SHACKLES * TURNBUCKLES MARINE DIVISION ESTABLISHED 1902 
906 MIDDLE ST. P. O. BOX 1666 
DREYFUS SUPPLY AND HOUSTON |, TEX. PHONE CAPITOL 2-9831 
SERVING THE PORTS OF 
MACHINERY CORP HOUSTON « GALVESTON « BEAUMONT e PT. ARTHUR 
eikilcces PRs «50 0 Sei AND ORANGE, TEX. e CAMERON & LAKE CHARLES, LA. 
NIGHT AND DAY CALL: WHitehall 4-3367-8-9 e BEAUMONT OFFICE PHONE TE 2-021 1 
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STEEL BARGES 


FOR RENT 





Largest fleet and greatest 
variety of Deck and Offshore 
Barges on the Gulf Coast 


THOMAS JORDAN Inc. 


404 ST. CHARLES AVE., NEW ORLEANS - JAckson 2-4391 / NIGHT: UN 6-0210, HU 8-2382 














AN EXPERIENCED OFFICE FOR THE 
OFFSHORE DRILLING CONTRACTOR 


INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 


827 PERDIDO ST. e JA 5-7011 
NEW ORLEANS 











Serving the 


[ onsmar Corp. OFFSHORE 
New Orleans OIL 
INDUSTRY 


SURI RIOR _ 4 







NOW AVAILABLE FOR CHARTER 
MV TIGER 


Offshore Supply Vessel 
Write, Wire or Phone 


onsmar Corp. 


New Orleans 


609 Natl. Bank of Commerce Bldg. 


MA 1596 
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RIG MOVING DAY IN DOM JOAO FIELD, Bahia, Brazil. Moving equipment consists of two barges which raise 
the platform, including mast and all equipment, during a rising tide, then lower the platform over the pile structure 
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on the next location during the receding tide (6-9-ft. tide). 





Db” Joao field, in Bahia de Todos 
os Santos, Brazil, had at last re- 
port 121 oil wells and one gas well. 
This gave the field a proven area of 
25 km2 and a calculated reserve of 
602.2 million bbls. of oil in place, 
according to Petrobras engineers— 
with the south limit of the field as 
yet undefined. 

The discovery well, drilled in 1954 
by Petrobras, the national Brazilian 
oil company, was the Dj-129-Ba, lo- 
cated at the mouth of the Rio Dom 
Joao in the northern part of the 
mouth of Bahia de Todos os Santos, 
County of Sao Francisco do Conde, 
State of Bahia, 2.5 kms from the 
coastline and a little more than 3 
kms from the closest onshore well. 

Using a platform mounted on 
piles, and a small barge tender, the 
well was drilled to 1070-ft. It was 
perforated at 840-ft., and came in 
flowing 160 bpd of 39°-gravity oil. 
According to the view of foreign 
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technicians who have visited the 
field, offshore work at Dom Joao is 
the easiest and most economical they 
have seen, not only because of the 
shallow depth of the producing 
sands, but also because of the light 
easily-handled and economical port- 
able equipment used. 

As of December, 1959, the off- 
shore wells had produced 1,396,577 
bbls. of oil. Also, the Candeias field 
last year extended rapidly toward the 
south, reaching the bay shore, and 
three platforms were erected at a 
distance of more than 1000 meters 
from land. 

According to known data, the 
Candeias field may extend into the 
bay, which would increase in a sub- 
stantial manner the offshore drilling 
activity in Todos os Santos Bay. 


FLOWING WELL in Dom Joao field. 
Derrick measures 10-ft. by 10-ft. by 
46-ft. 












































Italy 
ENI Orders Third Mobile 
Offshore Drilling Unit 


ENI, Italy's state-owned oil com- 
pany, has placed an order with a U.S. 
manufacturer for a third mobile off- 


unit has ordered this year. 


(Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi). 


shore drilling platform—the second 


The two new units—one ordered 
in February and the second in July 
—are being assembled in Italy by 
Nuovo Pignone, an affiliate of ENI 








DANTZLER BOAT AND BARGE CORPORATION 





WE CAN FURNISH THE BEST IN 


» Exploration Boats 
» Production Boats 
> Crew Boats 


Please Contact: 
For Domestic or Foreign Operations — 


DANTZLER BOAT and BARGE CORPORATION 


P. O. BOX 377 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 








Phone SO 2-4611 CABLE “DANTZLER” 








See GEORGE for 
A Complete Package 


GM Diesel Power 








GM Diesel Service Dockside Facilities 


Generator Sets Offshore Service 
Complete Boat Packages Anytime, Anywhere 
Any type, model or make Ashore or Afloat 
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COMPANY, INC. 





604 DESTREHAN AVE., HARVEY, LA. 
Filmore 1-5641 








Cable: GECOINC 


State-Owned Oil Company 
May Drill Off Homeland 


ENI, Italy’s state-owned oil mon- 
opoly, may drill off the west coast 
of Italy, according to an authorita- 
tive source. ENI has applied for a 
545,000-acre tract in that area. 

An ENI subsidiary is currently 
drilling off Sicily, using the tender 
Saipem and the mobile unit Scarabeo, 
and another operating subsidiary 
is drilling from a fixed platform in 
the Persian Gulf off Iran. 


Sicily 
Agip Mineraria Drilling 
Fourth Well Off Gela 


Agip Mineraria, which drilled 
Europe’s first offshore oil well, is con- 
tinuing development drilling along the 
structure off the Sicilian coast near 
Gela which is believed to be an off- 
shore extension of the deep-lying on- 
shore Gela oil field. The onshore por- 
tion of the field produces some 4,500 
bpd of low-gravity crude. 

Using the portable drilling plat- 
form Scarabeo (towed to the Medi- 
terranean from the U.S.) and the drill 
tender Saipem, Agip Mineraria is now 
drilling Dirillo 4. Of the previous 
three wells drilled into the seabed, 
two are shut-in while one was aband- 
oned. 


Netherlands 


Three Offshore Tests To 
Be Drilled In North Sea 


The joint operation of Standard Oil 
Company (N. J.) and Royal Dutch 
Shell has announced plans to drill 
three tests in the North Sea off the 
Netherlands. 

The drill barge Triton will be 
used for the project. 








LOWERY BROTHERS 


LMC, 
WIRE ROPE SPLICING SERVICE 


All types of swaged, spliced and braided wire 
rope sling ng bridles—custom lifting de- 
vices—zine pit sockets . . . wire rope 
hardware and fittings for every requirement. 


aussigan STEEL & WIRE CO. 
Rg 


T BRAND Wire Rope 


1372 Constance St. TU 9391 
New Orleans, La. MA 2496 
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UNUSUAL TANKER ISLAND was separated into two sections after arriving 
in the Persian Gulf, became in effect two mobile units serving as working 
platforms in the construction of a 1,200-ft. long tanker terminal for Basrah 
Petroleum Company 24 miles off the coast of Iraq. When work is completed, 
both platforms will be incorporated into the terminal as permanent structures 
—one as a heliport, the other as living quarters. 

























SELF-CONTAINED DRILLING PLA T- 

FORM and separate, two-story living quar- 

ters rise from the sea some 10 miles off 

the coast of Iran, where the Soc. Italo- 
Q 


NEW STRIKES 





preety the two most important 
oil strikes of the year were made 
in the Persian Gulf by the Japanese- 
owned Arabian Oil Company, and by 
Soc. Italo-Iranian des Petroles 
(SIRIP), subsidiary of ENI, the Ital- 
ian government oil monopoly. 

The Japanese broke with the tra- 
ditional 50-50 profit split to acquire 
acreage in the Persian Gulf. Arabian 
Oil’s concession provides a 56-44 


ON LOCATION IN THE PERSIAN 
GULF is the Reading & Bates mobile 
drilling platform C. E. THORNTON, 
and the drill tender J. W. BATES. 
A 6,290 bpd discovery by the mobile 
unit has given the Japanese-owned 
Arabian Oil Company an important 
Middle East oil field. 
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Iranian des Petroles (SIRIP), 
government oil monopoly, has 


wholly-owned subsidiary of ENI, the Italian 
reported a new discovery and a new field. 
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The drilling platform and quarters are connected by a walkway. Location is in 
24-ft. of water. 
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BY ARABIAN OIL, SIRIP SPARK NEW GULF ACTIVITY ii 
teat + cn “ 
ie OB a 
1S aa 

profit split with the Saudi Arabian strike that completely changed the pis 
government, and a 57-43 split with picture for the Japanese. With suc- ei Seg 
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TENNESSEE GAS AND OIL COMPANY 


a division of 


TENNESSE GAS TRANSMISSION COMPANY 


has career opportunities for 


OFFSHORE DRILLING SUPERVISORS 


for its drilling and production operations in the Gulf Coast area. Prefer 
men 28 to 48 years of age, having a high school education and a 
minimum of 5 to 10 years experience in drilling and completions. At 
least 2 years of this must be supervisory experience in offshore opera- 
tions. Send complete resume including educational background, work 
experience, and personal history to: 


EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT 
P. O. BOX 2511, HOUSTON |, TEXAS 
(All replies will be held in confidence) 
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THIS DUTCH-BUILT DRILLING BARGE 4 mor 
is being used by Shell Oil Company of (Storm 
Qatar to drill in the Persian Gulf. It is | ff Qa 


ATTENTION 


COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS IN, OR 
SUPPLYING, THE OIL INDUSTRY 





announced that it will build three re- 
fineries in Japan to be supplied with 
Neutral Zone oil. Storage and shipping 
facilities are being rushed to comple- 
Tlowt tion. 

— , : ma SIRIP, in the meantime, claimed a 
The Nation’s No. 1 Automobile Air Conditioner spectacular new Middle East oil field 
for its 7,550-ft. discovery, drilled 
10 miles off the coast of Iran. 

The well, which reportedly pro- 
duced 3,500 bpd on initial tests, is on 
one of three concessions for which 
Enrico Mattei, head of ENI, broke 
the traditional 50-50 split to obtain 
—and broke it even more drastically 
than the Japanese. 

To acquire the concessions, ENI 
agreed to share profits 50-50 with 
National Iranian Oil Company, plus 
a further 50-50 split of the remaind- 
er with the Iranian government, leav- 
ing the Italian state-owned oil com- 
pany with the short end of a 75-25 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE split. Since ENI, through SIRIP, 


must bear all exploratory and de- 
FREEWAY AUTO CENTER, INC. 


velopment costs, it will take a high- 
Operators Of 


volume producing field for the Ital- 
NOVI SALES AND SERVICE CO. 


ians to break even. 
But SIRIP apparently made a 
6658 GULF FREEWAY — Mission 5-6686 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Special Limited Time Discount On 


Novi automobile air conditioning pays big benefits to companies 
and individuals, alike, in increased efficiency and productivity. 
Now these benefits can be obtained at the lowest cost ever 
through a special discount program available to oil companies, 
their employees and suppliers. This is a limited time offer, so we 
urge you to act now! 


Tlcut HAS THESE SUPERIOR FEATURES 


These are all brand new, 1960 models incorporating: Fingertip 
control of temperature, volume and air flow. Twin squirrel cage 
blowers for peak efficiency and freedom from noise. Magnetic 
clutch, providing positive engagement and disengagement of com- 
pressor. Insulated color impregnated acrylic plastic case. 


major strike on its very first try on 
the 2,160 sq. mile concession in the 
Persian Gulf. 

The other two concessions are a 
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}a more versatile successor to a steel drilling “island” wrecked in a sudden 
storm off Qatar three years ago. Shell has spent $21 million in its search for oil 
off Qatar, and is trying again with the new rig, the SEASHELL. 





WORK BARGE “HUBINSEL,” loses legs in Persian Gulf. The barge was on 


location for Iran Pan American Oil Company when the accident occurred, 
at the company’s first offshore drill site. 
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CENAC TOWING CO. 





* Crude Oil Transportation 


* Deck Barges 
* Water Barges 
* Drilling Barge Moving 


* Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 


Houma Louisiana 


Phone: 2-2413 








FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS... 


MARINE 





* 
ELECTRICAL 


. 
INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 








L. F. GAUBERT & CO. 


700 S. Broad St. New Orleans, La. 











INDUSTRIAL—MARINE 


insulations 











Reilly-Benton company, inc. 


DISTRIBUTORS * CONTRACTORS 
1645 Tchoupitoulas St. 
TU 3374 





New Orleans 
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4,360 sq. mile area in the Zagros 
Mountains of Iran, adjoining the 
consortium area on the east, and a 
2,320 sq. mile area along the coast 
of southern Iran, extending into the 
Gulf of Oman. 

Bahrain Petroleum Company (see 
below) is the sixth company to under- 





* FOR OFFICE 
* FOR INDUSRTY 
* FOR MARINE 


INTER-COMS—PAGING AMPLIFIERS 
MICROPHONES AND STANDS 
MICROPHONE AND SPEAKER WIRE 
EXPLOSION AND SUBMERGENCE 


PROOF SPEAKERS FOR MARINE 
AND PLANT USE 


BURGESS AND EVEREADY BATTERIES 
AND INDUSTRIAL FLASHLIGHTS 


SOUND POWERED PHONES 
(U.S. Coast Guard—Navy Approved) 


AMERICAN BEAUTY SOLDERING 
IRONS 


WRITE OR CALL 
INDUSTRIAL 
ELECTRONIC SUPPLY 
JA 2-3840 “t 2321 Milam 
HOUSTON 6, TEXAS 











take drilling operations in the Persian 
Gulf. 

Arabian American Oil Company 
was the first, and it has two com- 
mercial fields, Safaniya and Manifa, 
the former considered to be the largest 
offshore field in the world. Aramco 
completed Manifa No. 7 recently, re- 
leasing its small mobile platform and 
the drilling barge Queen Mary for 
delineation development drilling in 
the Safaniya field. Safaniya is on com- 
mercial production. 

Off Abu Dhabi, the joint British 
Petroleum-CFP company Abu Dhabi 
Marine Areas, Ltd. has a rich field. 
Off Iran, Pan American International 
has spudded in a second well while 
testing continues on its first. 


Bahrain 


Caltex Affiliate Stakes 
Persian Gulf Wildcat 


Bahrain Petroleum Company is 
erecting a drilling platform at Fasht 
al-Jarim, some 15 miles north of 
Manama, and will soon spud in its 
first well off the island of Bahrain. 

Fasht al-Jarim is a shoal area, and 
the platform will stand in only 5-ft. 
of water at low tide. The test is classed 
as a rank wildcat by Bahrain Petroleum, 
a Caltex affiliate. 


Qatar 


Shell Abandons Middle 
Jurassic Test As Dry 


The Shell Company of Qatar Ltd., 
the first company to search for oil un- 
der the waters of the Persian Gulf, 
has spent $21 million in its efforts to 
locate a field off Qatar Peninsula. 

Apparently the company has another 
expensive duster to add to its collec- 
tion, for the drilling barge Seashell 
has been moved from Idd-Edl-Shargi 
to a new location at Hadet Shibeeb, 


where it has spudded in a new well. 
The report that oil had been found at 
the first location has not been con- 
firmed, in spite of extensive testing of 
the commercial prospects of Middle 
Jurassic oil shows. 


Persian Gulf 


Kuwait, Iran Offer New 
Offshore Concessions 


Both Iran and Kuwait are seeking 
U.S. contacts interested in acquiring 
uncommitted Persian Gulf acreage. 

Recent strikes have continued to 
spotlight the Gulf as one of the 
world’s richest oil provinces, but the 
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present oil surplus, and uncertain 
world market conditions, may be a 
brake on the interest of most com- 
panies—even those already operating 
there—in acquiring new offshore 
acreage. 


Umm Shaif Submarine 
Line Put To Tender 


Invitations to tender for supply- 
ing steel pipe to construct a 20-mile 
submarine pipeline in the Persian 
Gulf have been sent out to suppliers 
in Britain, Continental Europe and 
the United States by BP Trading Ltd. 

The pipe, 18-in. in diameter, will 
be used to link the crude oil collect- 
ing platform located in the middle 
of the Umm Shaif underwater oil- 
field with Das Island, where separa- 
tors for degassing, storage tanks and 
a tanker loading jetty will be built. 
Each producing well will be linked 
with the collecting platform by six 
or eight-in. pipeline. 

This move follows the discovery 
of oil sixty miles from the Arabian 
coast in the offshore concession of 
the Abu Dhabi Marine Areas Ltd., 
owned two-thirds by BP and one- 
third by Compagnie Francaise des 
Petroles. 

The value of the order for the 


pipe itself is expected to be about 
$1.4 million. The pipeline will be 
concrete-encased to weigh it down 
and provide corrosion protection. 


Gabon 


Shell Seeks Offshore 
Oil Exploration Permit 


In a joint venture established in 
1958, the Royal Dutch Shell group 
and Soc. des Petroles d'Afrique 
Equatoriale are seeking to find oil 
off the coast of Gabon. The partner- 
ship has recently applied for an off- 
shore oil exploration — covering 
4,000 sq. km. along the Gabon coast. 


Mauritania 


Concession Includes Area 
Off West Coast Of Africa 


A new concession which includes 
an area in the Atlantic Ocean off the 
west coast of Africa has been granted 
a French oil company and two Amer- 
ican partners by the Republic of 
Mauritania. 

PETROPAR, the French organiza- 
tion, will have controlling interest 
in the venture, with Continental Oil 
Company of Mauritania holding a 25 
percent interest and Mauritania Cities 
Service 24 percent. 


The exploration license covers a 
38,500 sq. km. concession just south 
of the Spanish Sahara region of Rio 
de Oro. About one-third of the area 
lies offshore in the Atlantic Ocean, 


from Port Etienne to a point south 
of Cape Timiris. 








POWER BY KENNEDY 


. aboard this 32’ all-steel crew boat 
whose 38.3 m.p.h. makes her the FASTEST 
boat of her type IN THE WORLD. Built 
by Equitable Equipment Co. of New 
Orleans, she is powered by two GM 
Series 6-71B marine diesel engines sup- 
plied by... 


KENNEDY 
MARINE ENGINE CO. 


Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan 
Gasoline and Diesel Electric Plants, Bendix 
Depth Recorders, Surrette Marine Batteries. 
Call today for quick service. 


P. ©. Box 915 Phone ID 2-1531 
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 
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Full Coverage Insurance 
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Drilling prospects wanted up to 
2500 feet. Send complete infor- 
mation to 


GERONIMO DRILLING 
COMPANY, INC. 


603 Lilly Blvd. 
CONROE, TEXAS 














ATTENTION SUPERIOR AND 
CLEVELAND ENGINE OWNERS 


We can save you several thousand dol- 
lars of expense when your PTD or G 510 
Superior blocks are leaking water at the 
bottom liner seals or when the top liner 
gasket seat is cracked. By having portable 
equipment, and by removing only pistons, 
cylinder heads and manifolds, your down 
time is cut to a minimum. For further 
information call or write COASTAL 
CASTING MARINE SERVICE, 2903 
Gano, Houston, Texas, Phone CA 8-7885, 
Nites ME 5-0391. 








Australia 


Wapet Plans Marine Seismic 

Survey In Exmouth Gulf 

West Australian Pty. Ltd. will 
conduct an offshore seismic survey 
in Exmouth Gulf, in an attempt to 
solve the riddle of the oil encounter- 
ed on Rough Range No. 1 well at 
the end of 1953. 

The company may also drill an 
exploratory well on Barrow Island. 


British Borneo 


Brunei Shell Using New 
Mobile Unit In China Sea 


Offshore drilling into the bed of the 
South China Sea around the coast of 
British Borneo has been carried on 
sporadically for a number of years, 
with a lack of any notable success. 

Brunei Shell Petroleum Company is 
using a new mobile unit, the Orient 
Explorer, in its exploration program. 
The barge was built in England at a 
cost of $2.8 million, and towed to 


PROFESSIONAL 





Borneo where outfitting upped the 
total cost to about $5 million. 

The unit has since drilled a test at 
Sungei Anduki in Seria, with results 
unannounced. Successful wells have 
been slant-drilled under the bed of the 
China Sea, from the shore, and from 
platforms erected near the shore at 
Seria. But generally speaking all ex- 
ploration in the area has been unlucky 


since the end of World War II, and 
no new oil has been found. 


Japan 
Gas Well Directionally 


Drilled From Coast 


A well drilled directionally from 
the coast has been brought in as a gas 
producer by Teikoku Oil Company, 
chief producing company of Japan. 
The company already has a large gas 
field 50 miles north of the discovery 
well. 

According to reports, Teikoku will 
now undertake offshore drilling to 
determine the extent of the new field. 
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201 PINE STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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NAVAL ARCHITECT 
AND MARINE ENGINEER 


Arthur D. Darden 


JACKSON 2-0274 
505 CIVIC CENTER BUILDING 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA 





SURVEYS 
CONSULTATION 


INSIDIOUS SCOUR 


analysis & mitigation via patent insulators 
CUNNINGHAM ENGINEERING COMPANY 


4796 Port Arthur Hwy. 


Beaumont, Texas 
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Eustis Engineering Company 


HOUSTON 
GALVESTON 





3635 Airline Highway VE-5-8476 


Borings — Test — Analyses 
for Offshore Structures 


Metairie, Louisiana 


Cable: “STANTEX” 
Galveston 





} Dickinson 8-3401 

THOMAS lL. STANLEY, JR. 
Coon Marine Engineer 
SURVEY! 

LOSS PREVENTION — CLAIM INVESTIGATION 


NEW ORLEANS: WHitehall 9-2713 


R — APPRAISER 


3722 BAYOU CIRCLE 
Dickinson, Texas 
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Service From Morgan City To Brownsville 







- The Compass Man - 
Leading West Gulf Comyrass Mijusters 


CAPT. JOHN F. VANDEGRIFT, Master Mariner 
5548 Beaumont Ave. 
Groves, Texas 
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. Phone SOuth 2-5667 








ROBERT H. MACY 


Naval Architect and Marine Engineer 


Floating Equipment for Offshore Drilling 


Estimates 
Consultation 


Specializing in 


P. O. Bex 711 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 
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Marine oil round-up 


Japan’s first successful offshore well 
was brought in late last year west of 
Akita, in the Sea of Japan. 

Drilled about one and one half miles 
from shore by the mobile unit Hakuryu 
(White Dragon), SK 1 flowed at the 


rate of 124 bpd on initial tests, from 
1,775-1,908-ft. The well was drilled 
to a total depth of 4,760-ft. 

The well, drilled by Japan Oil Re- 
sources Development Company, repr- 
esented the third effort to find oil off 
the coast of Japan with the Hakuryu— 
a mobile unit ordered in the U.S. and 
assembled in an Akita shipyard. 


SHOWN ON LOCATION off Akita is 
the drill barge HAKURYU, used to 
drill Japan’s first offshore oil well. 








For EVERY oilinsurance | YOUR marine job deserves the best 


need... 


_— 





- 


? vais pare + Stet J = wehadiioes 
BOAT RENTALS 
State Boat Corporation 
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THE REPUTATION 
FOR GREATNESS 

IS MADE WITH 
ACHIEVEMENT! 


Sam Carline has created a 
aly 


eo —~@ ‘Network of Achievement” 


¢\~» in the Deep South 


SAM CARLINE, Inc. 


CALL 9031 


BERWICK, LOUISIANA 





The Slush Pit... 


As the cop helped the bruised and battered roughneck 
up off the pavement, he asked, ‘Can you describe the 
man who hit you?” 

“Heck, yes,” said the roughneck. ‘That's what I was 
doing when he hit me!” 


Over coke highballs, the two toolpushers were having 
a rousing battle about the charms of Kim Novak. 

“I say she’s overrated,” said one. ‘Take away her 
eyes, her hair, her lips and her figure, and what have 
you got?” 

“My wife,” said the other, with a heavy sigh. 


Roustabout to roughneck: ‘I take my wife everyplace 
—but she keeps coming back!” 


‘What are you nagging about?” complained the barge 
engineer to his wife. “I was in last night by a quarter 
of twelve.” 

“You were not, you liar!’’ cried the irate wife. “I 
heard you come in as the clock was striking three.” 

“Well, stupid,” said the barge engineer. “Ain't three 
a quarter of twelve?” 


Personnel manager to applicant for the position of 
cadastral engineer: 

“What we're after is a man of vision, a man with 
drive, determination, fire, a man who never quits, a 


man who can inspire others, a man who can pull the 
company’s bowling team out of last place.” 


“You don’t mean to tell men you have three hundred 
and sixty-five days of sunshine in Texas each year?” 
challenged the citizen of the new State of Alaska. 

“I shore do,” replied the visiting Texas oilman, “and 
I might add that that’s a might conservative estimate!’’ 
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WHAT CAN BE NEW 
IN ACIDIZING 
AFTER 28 YEARS? 


Answer: practically everything. Since 1932 when Dowell intro- 
duced inhibited acidizing, continuous improvements have been 
made in this method of well stimulation. For example, acidizing 
was originally used to improve the producing characteristics of 
only highly soluble formations like limestone or dolomite. This 
is no longer a limitation. Conglomerates, chats and even some 
sandstones are frequently helped with Dowell acidizing. From 
the simple method of “dumping” inhibited hydrochloric acid, 
Dowell has developed a host of effective new techniques, special 
acids and special chemicals. Just recently, Dowell introduced an 
even more precise method for engimeering acid treatments called 
the “Acid Guide”*. Today you, as an operator, have the added 
assurance that this old service is younger than ever . . . more 
effective . . . streamlined to meet your needs and help you get 
more oil. What's new in acidizing? Plenty, and you can count 
on Dowell to continue developing even better methods. Get 
more for your money. Dial Dowell. Dowell, Tulsa 1, Oklahoma. 


*DOWELL SERVICE MARK 


Services for the oil industry 
DIVISION OF THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 








For smoother operation on a drilling rig .. . 














Clyde Derricks and Hoists pass all tests! 


Oil exploration is a costly proposition . . . more so when .the operation 
is off-shore and all materials and supplies have to be hoisted onto the 
drilling platform. Delays or breakdowns are intolerable. Idle men and 
machines could pyramid losses into an astronomical figure. Material 
handling equipment must be dependable, fast, safe . . . operate around 
the clock with a minimum of maintenance. That’s why Clyde Equip- 
ment was selected for this ultra-modern rig. 


Off-shore drilling rigs need hoists and derricks that have good capacity 
and are capable of handling materials and supplies at long radius. They 
must be Safe and easy-to-operate . . . require a minimum of deck space. 
Servicing.must be so incidental that it can be easily taken care of on- 
the-go. Though highly specialized in operation, sea-worthy machinery 
must be proved beyond doubt. Standardized parts and service must be 
immediately available if required. 


Clyde Derricks with Clyde Hoists were the choice for this Kermac Rig. 
The owners knew that Clyde Equipment has been performance-tested 
in hundreds of installations, that savings would be made by using Clydes 
to meet ...no, to excel ... every standard of comparison! 


Why don’t you look into the improvement Clyde deck and dock material 
handling equipment can make in your costs and work schedule? 


For off-shore, for ship or shore . . . 
Consult Clyde’s Marine Engineering Department 






Established 1899 
DULUTH 1, MINNESOTA 





HOISTS : DERRICKS : WHIRLEYS : UNLOADERS 
BUILDERS TOWERS CAR PULLERS ROLLERS 





CLYDE IRON WORKS, inc. 





Closeup of the landing for the tender 
from which the Clyde Hoist and Derrick 
quickly and easily handles needed 
supplies. 











